
 
1 

JESUS, STAY WITH US TILL NIGHT HAS COME 
Pastor Jim Dunn (All credit for connections made between this passage and the 

accounts of Adam and Eve and Mary and Joseph at the Passover go to N.T. Wright’s 

Resurrection of the Son of God, pp. 650-652) 

 

Luke 24:13-35 

On the Road to Emmaus 

13 That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven 

miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking with each other about all these things 

that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself 

drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 

17 And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with each 

other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named 

Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the 

things that have happened there in these days?” 19 And he said to them, “What 

things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a 

prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our 

chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified 

him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all 

this, it is now the third day since these things happened. 22 Moreover, some women of 

our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and when 

they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of 

angels, who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the 

tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 25 And he 

said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 

spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into 

his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in 

all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 
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28 So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were 

going farther, 29 but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward 

evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he 

was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to 

them. 31 And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished 

from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he 

talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 33 And they rose that 

same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who 

were with them gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has 

appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he 

was known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

 

 

News that is shockingly good is welcome news, like the news story about a skiing 

accident. In 1999, Anna Bagenholm was snow skiing in Norway. When she lost control 

of her skis, and fell headfirst into a frozen lake, leaving only her feet and skis sticking up 

out of the ice. She was stuck fast and couldn’t be pulled out. The ice had to be 

broken, but it was thick. While her two skiing partners were getting help, Anna was 

able to find an air pocket under the ice, so that she could breathe. After 40 minutes in 

that icy water, though, hypothermia had gotten the best of her, and Anna’s heart 

stopped. At 80 minutes, she was pulled free. At that point, she was, of course, not 

breathing and was immediately given CPR. At the three-hour mark, she arrived at the 

hospital, with no vital signs and a body temperature of 56 degrees. They took out her 

blood, warmed it, put it back in, put her on a ventilator, and she revived. Eventually 

Anna recovered, an almost total recovery.  

 

News that shockingly good is welcome. But then there was the shocking news on April 

16th that a South Korean ferry had sunk in icy waters. To date, 213 of that ferry’s 

passengers and crew are dead, and 81 are still missing. Most of them were high school 

students on a four-day field trip. Then there were the tornadoes at the beginning of this 

past week, striking Iowa, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and the Deep South, bringing the 

shocking news that 35 are dead. 

 

 



 
3 

 

Add to that our own personal losses this year, Milda Shaffer’s death and the shocking 

news that Jean Shoemaker passed away. This kind of shocking news is not welcome. 

Such news leaves us feeling like the two who were on the road to Emmaus: sad and 

disappointed.  

 

Add to that a bit of post-Easter weariness. Some of you even suffer from chronic 

weariness and fatigue, and chronic pain. Some of you may be weary from long hours 

of study as the end of the semester draws near. Add weariness to our feelings of 

sadness and disappointment, and we are left feeling tired and anxious like the two, 

who were on the road to Emmaus.  

 

They were tired and anxious not from too much celebrating in Jerusalem at the 

Passover feast. They were tired and anxious from the shockingly sad and disappointing 

news that Jesus had been crucified. Him who they had hoped would redeem Israel 

was dead. Moreover, He’d been dead for THREE DAYS. On top of that, the shocking 

news had reached them that morning that Jesus’ body was missing from its tomb. 

Jesus was missing.  

 

That wasn’t the first time. So, “this sad and disappointed, tired and anxious pair on the 

Emmaus road bring to mind another tired and anxious couple. This couple, also, had 

gone to Jerusalem for the Passover feast. And were then on the road home. To 

Nazareth.” (Wright) When they discovered that Jesus was missing. Twelve-year-old 

Jesus had come to Jerusalem with Mary and Joseph to celebrate the Passover. And 

when Mary and Joseph left Jerusalem, returning home again, they thought Jesus was 

with them. But when they looked for Him among their relatives and friends, they 

discovered He was missing. Jesus was missing. “They returned at once to Jerusalem. 

And after how many days did they find Him? After THREE DAYS they found Jesus. And 

when a tired and anxious Mary and Joseph found Jesus in the Temple asking questions 

of the teachers, He said to them the same strange words that He would later speak to 

the sad and disappointed pair on the road to Emmaus: ‘Was it not necessary?’” 

(Wright) 
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In other words, Jesus was saying that He had not been missing. “If Mary and Joseph 

had thought about it, they would have realized it was necessary for Jesus to be about 

His Father’s business in the temple in Jerusalem. And if the disciples had taken seriously 

what Jesus had told them on numerous occasions, they would have realized that 

Jesus’ tomb was necessarily empty because He’d been raised from the dead.  ‘Was it 

not necessary,’ He said to the two on the road to Emmaus, ‘that the Messiah should 

suffer these things and enter into His glory?’” (Wright)  

 

That Jesus should suffer our same sadness and disappointment, our same tiredness and 

anxiety was His Father’s business, it was His Father’s bidding. And also that He should 

die and be raised again to glory was His Father’s bidding. It was the Father’s will and 

was therefore NECESSARY that the sadness and disappointment we sometimes feel, 

Jesus should also feel. It was the Father’s will and was therefore NECESSARY that 

whatever tiredness and anxiety we feel, Jesus should also feel. So that Jesus could 

provide some shockingly good news.  

 

For this sad and disappointed, tired and anxious pair on the road to Emmaus bring to 

mind yet another couple. Who like this pair, once sat down to eat a meal in which 

their eyes were opened. “When Adam and Eve ate the first meal recorded in the 

Bible, when they ate the forbidden fruit, their eyes were opened. To some shockingly 

sad news. ‘Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were 

naked.’  They suddenly knew that they were naked, vulnerable, and that made them 

afraid. Now this other pair, Cleopas and his companion, the two on the road to 

Emmaus, are about to eat a meal when suddenly their eyes are opened… to some 

shockingly good news. ‘And their eyes were opened, and they recognized Him.’ The 

forbidden meal put Adam and Eve in exile from the Garden and in exile from God.” 

(Wright) But in this meal in Luke 24 the resurrected Son of God in the flesh sits at table 

with human beings, and though He vanished as soon as they recognized Him the 

bread He left behind was broken.  
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This was no ghost they had seen. It was God’s Son who had been dead and was now 

alive, and had broken bread with them, fellowshipped with them, meaning that the 

long exile of the human race is over.  

 

This is the start of the new creation in which God makes His dwelling with His creatures 

once more, and no more is there separation of heaven from earth. Repentance and 

forgiveness of sins are to be announced to all nations, because Jesus has suffered and 

died for all sins, His resurrection being the proof of it. His work of redeeming us is done. 

And, one day, when we see Him as He is, we shall be like Him, and we will no more 

experience the effects of sadness or disappointment, tiredness or anxiety. Even Anna 

Bagenholm’s miraculous recovery will be small compared to the restoration our bodies 

and minds will receive. We will be whole in way that we have never been, and we will 

sit at table in the presence of the holy God. 

 

Even today. Jesus draws near to us today on the journey on the road to the Last Day. 

Jesus draws near today to disciples who feel sad and disappointed, tired and anxious. 

In order to renew our strength for daily living and in order to renew our passion for 

proclaiming Jesus as the world’s risen Redeemer and Lord. Jesus does this for us the 

same way He did it for the two on the road to Emmaus. The fresh reading and fresh 

understanding of Scripture that refreshes is described here in the words, “He opened 

to us the Scriptures.” Prayer that refreshes is described in a beautiful way here in the 

words, “He talked to us on the road.” The Lord’s Supper that refreshes is unmistakably 

described here using the exact wording from the Last Supper: “He took the bread and 

blessed it and broke it and gave it to them.” In all these ways, Jesus is our strength, the 

source of our inner life, and our burning zeal for proclaiming the shockingly good news 

that it was NECESSARY for the Messiah to suffer these things, the Father’s loving will for 

you and for all His human creatures that Jesus suffer as we do, and then die and then 

enter into His resurrection glory to redeem not only Israel but the whole world, including 

you and me.   

 

Amen 


